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Hammersmith & Fulham Coalition against Community Care Cuts

“Challenging cuts in services to break the link between poverty & older and disabled people”

Hammersmith & Fulham Council continues to penalise disabled and older people in the Borough who need support. Having withdrawn services from nearly 550 people’s services in July 2007 it has now taken the decision to charges hundreds more disabled residents for services also affecting carers and families.

This is despite having promised not to introduce charges for essential home care services provided to older and disabled people after it was elected in 2006. The Council voted on June 16th 2008 to introduce just such a charging policy in breach of its earlier commitment to the people of Hammersmith & Fulham.

Under the new policy, due to be implemented on 1st January 2009, older and disabled people will be charged for these essential services at the rate of £10.00 per hour, with no maximum limit and the option to increase the rate to £12.40 per hour. 

Hammersmith & Fulham has previously had a fine tradition of supporting disabled and older people, which is to be applauded. But these changes have been introduced without thinking through the negative consequences for local people whose life chances are already restricted.

A number of local disabled people who use Community Care services and who are likely to be affected, have subsequently instructed solicitors from the Public Law Project (PLP) who have advised that the decision to introduce charges appears to have been unlawful. 

PLP is a national legal charity which aims to improve access to public law remedies for those whose access to justice is restricted, 

A claim for judicial review has now been lodged at the High Court arguing that the decision was unlawful because: 1) The Council was not legally entitled to simply ignore its promise not to introduce charging: and 2) it ought to have considered the impact on disabled people and others before it took the decision.

David Webb, a local disabled person said “These charges will have a serious impact on many people who already face barriers in securing a reasonable quality of life.  The savings that the Council will make through charges are actually quite a small part of the Borough’s overall budget. It could make the necessary economies in other ways, and if it were really concerned about its older and disabled residents it would have looked more closely at its budget and at reducing waste and inefficiencies.

Kevin Caulfield, Chair of the Coalition said:

We are not talking about charging disabled people for having luxuries – the services in question support people to meet basic human needs such as having a shower and going to the toilet. Needs that the rest of the community would view as absolute human rights. 

Many local people are extremely concerned that charges will force many disabled and older residents into further poverty and deter people from accessing community care services that really need them. I do not believe our local community, if they really knew the consequences of such a policy decision by the Council, would sanction such a move. 

Hammersmith & Fulham Coalition against Community Care Cuts (HAFCAC) represents a growing number of disabled and older residents, supported by many non-disabled residents and local organisations. We aim to challenge cuts in services and jobs, which will negatively impact on the quality of life of many local residents.

Support disabled and older people in Hammersmith & Fulham and work with us to defend our services. 

For more information contact:

Hammersmith & Fulham Coalition against Community Care Cuts

HAFCAC: PO Box 57168, London, SW6 7UW

            
Telephone 0208 743 6573  

Typetalk 18001 07899752877

            
Email hafcac@hotmail.co.uk 

